


[image: ]
Under 18s Admissions Safety Information 
1.0 H&S Standards at the University of Leeds
The University of Leeds puts safety first and we understand the need to consider those entering University before they are 18 years old. 
There is information for parents and guardians, on the relevant course internet page on, the types of hazards and environments that will be encountered, and these are also shown on University Open Days and Offer Holder Days.
Our safety controls and precautions are developed via our risk assessment processes that cover our academic portfolio.  This document sets out the general controls for students at the University of Leeds who are under 18.
1.0 Universal Precautions 
Accommodation
Once an offer has been accepted, if accommodation is requested, the Accommodation Office will arrange University accommodation that is suitable for under 18s. As a parent or guardian, it will be important to flag any specialist needs or requirements that need to be considered as part of this process.
Studying: General Arrangements
Safety information is displayed in all general teaching spaces, including fire and first aid arrangements.
Under 18s will have an assigned personal tutor who will make the student aware to raise concerns/fears with them and ensure they are aware of the other University’s student support mechanisms i.e. student counselling, LUU advice service.
Students will be made aware of the Safe Zone mobile phone app, an emergency app which links to our 24-hour Security Service.
General Teaching 
Teaching staff are made aware of under 18s in their class and teaching staff who are not DBS checked avoid one to one contact with under 18s.  DBS checks are completed as required/permitted and personal tutors are aware to follow the University’s safeguarding procedures e.g. holding meetings in open spaces with others around.
Teaching staff are aware that when age-rated materials are used in modules (e.g. 18 rated film) these must have genuine academic value, and support is available for students. They will also flag to students any particularly emotive subjects in advance.

We do have some facilities with 24/7 access for students and some computer clusters and libraries are open 24 hours. We encourage all students to take advantage of the Safe Zone app when using these facilities to summon assistance. 

All students, including under 18s, are asked to make their tutors and lecturers aware of any specialist support or limitation which may need a reasonable adjustment. We do not expect any significant handling or significant exertion in level 1 teaching and where present this is subject to existing risk assessment processes.

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics  (STEM) teaching
All our STEM activities are covered by existing risk assessment processes and hazards and controls are covered in local induction processes. All students will be made aware of any specific hazards requiring personal protective equipment (PPE) such as hearing protection for noisy environments and any other safety requirements.
All undergraduate activities are supervised.

Where identified through risk assessment, facilities have specialist emergency arrangements and facilities such as eye wash. 

Business, Arts and Humanities and Social Sciences
The University’s safeguarding arrangements cover one to one teaching such as music practice.

There will be close contact with other students in performance-related teaching, which may involve physical contact with others but in a group/class environment and not in a one-to-one situation and without intimate or similar content.  Where students have taken A-level performance-related studies the environment is very similar.

Student-led performances or projects involving third parties are designed to ensure they are conducted in public place or within the campus with one-to-one situations being avoided.

Part of studying subjects in these areas may involve emotive, emotional, controversial or distressing subject matter, including court proceedings and film/video of current affairs. These potentially distressing subject matter may be flagged with students in advance.   Where students are concerned about attending sessions, they can discuss this with their personal tutor. The personal tutor and student education team can provide support where subject matter is found to be difficult.

Some courses do involve peer-led film or photography projects, but material is not shared beyond school and not kept beyond a time period needed for assessment purposes.

Field trips/Placements/Trips 

Field courses and day trips are subject to university risk management processes.

Organisers will be aware of any under 18s within the group and ensure activities and organisation (e.g. accommodation) are appropriate for age group. As part of the field work arrangements, organisers will have processes in place for lost students.

Placements are subject to university processes including risk assessment. Placement providers are made aware if a student is under 18 and are asked to confirm if there is any regulated activity being undertaken. Assessments are undertaken when placement is identified to confirm any additional controls.

3.0 	Changes 
All of the above may apply and may change subject to ongoing risk assessment processes.
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